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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Readers,

This issue of the Newspaper in Education insert is of particular interest to me because of its
dedication to historic preservation and the 40™ Anniversary of the National Historic Preservation
Act.

In 1966, Congress and President Lyndon Johnson established a national framework to recognize
and preserve the tangible evidence of our past. Building on that foundation, Preserve America is
a White House initiative created by President George W. Bush to foster greater appreciation of
our heritage sites and their importance to communities, states, and the nation. As Honorary
Chair of Preserve America, 1 want everyone in the United States — especially young people — to
learn about our country’s heritage and enjoy our national treasures.

As the years go by, more and more places of historical importance around our country are at risk
of being forgotten, damaged, or destroyed. Your help is needed to ensure their survival and
appropriate use today so that they can continue to inform and benefit others tomorrow. [
commend students, teachers, and all the people throughout the U.S. who work hard to preserve
our incredible heritage resources and share their importance and their stories with others. And 1
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cultural and educational life.

urge everyone to learn more about the vital benefit of historic preservation to our economic,

Our land is the foundation upon which the nation’s story is built, and our history is found in
buildings, parks, towns and landscapes. When we are able to stand in those places and learn
their roles in our country’s development, history comes to life.

In this publication you will find some of the wonderful stories that are captured and interpreted
for all of us in places saved by preservation efforts. You will also learn how to appreciate better
and participate in Preserve America and other historic preservation initiatives in your
community, your state and the nation. I encourage you to get involved!

With best regards,

Jarr Bt

Laura Bush

Preserve America: Toward a Historically Richer America

2003, when President George W. Bush issued

Executive Order 13287 and Mrs. Laura Bush,
Honorary Chair of Preserve America, announced the pro-
gram’s initial components.

The Preserve America executive order, which sup-
ports the National Historic Preservation Act, recommits
the federal government to historic preservation, encour-
aging federal agencies to care for heritage assets in federal
stewardship.

In addition the initiative aims to increase awareness
of cultural and natural heritage assets and build support
for integrating these historic treasures into contemporary
community life. Preserve America celebrates the history
of each community in the country.

The principal components of the Preserve America
initiative today include:

® Preserve America Community designation program,

T he Preserve America initiative began in March

which recognizes communities

their heritage, use their historic
assets for economic development

RESERL

(including cities, towns, counties, Q
Indian tribes, and urban neighbor- m
hoods) that celebrate and protect : FEH

Explore and Enjoy Our Heritage

selected from finalists representing all
50 states and U.S. territories. Mrs.
Bush presented the first two year’s
awards. The Gilder Lehrman Institute
of American History facilitates this
awards program.

® Educational Outreach with the

and community revitalization, and
encourage people to experience
and appreciate historic resources through educational
and heritage tourism efforts.

® Preserve America Presidential Awards, started in
2004, have recognized annually four outstanding efforts
to preserve and share heritage assets.

® Preserve America Grants provide funding on a
matching basis to help communities develop resource
management strategies and sound business practices for
continued preservation and use of heritage assets.

® A Preserve America History Teacher of the Year is

History Channel’s Save Our History
initiative to create a teacher’s manual with lesson plans
and volunteer ideas to involve students in preserving
historic sites in their communities.

You will discover many of the places highlighted by
the heritage stories in this publication are associated with
the Preserve America initiative. ®

Web Resources:
WWW.preserveamerica.gov
www.whitehouse.gov/firstlady/preserve.html




The National Preservation Movement
and Origin of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966

post-World War 1l population and economy were lead-

ing to the wholesale destruction of historic places in
the United States. Places like Savannah, GA, with a
unique city plan dating to the 18th century containing
hundreds of historic structures, were at risk from efforts to
revitalize older communities or a disregard for how new
construction would affect existing places.

Modernization threatened to destroy what was best
and most worth keeping of the past. The federal govern-
ment’s sponsorship of highway projects through city cen-
ters and removal of decaying urban areas in the name of
progress did not adequately consider the full spectrum of
local concerns and interests.

While the United States has long enjoyed a preserva-
tion ethic (for example, creating Yellowstone National
Park, the world’s first national park, in the 1870s), cities
nationwide began realizing in the 1960s that perhaps
more was being sacrificed to progress than their commu-
nities and the nation could afford to lose.

It was in this atmosphere that local people began to
band together to retain the special character that made
their homes and environment special and unique. This
grassroots effort was championed by the United States
Conference of Mayors with significant assistance from
the National Trust for Historic Preservation. These
groups urged federal and state governments to consider
the importance of historic places before they were
destroyed. Indeed, in many cases federal construction
and renewal projects had resulted in the destruction of
places greatly valued by local citizens.

A major result of the public discontent was the report

I n the 1950s, a frenzy of modernization and a growing

“With Heritage So Rich,” created by the Special
Committee on Historic Preservation of the United
States Conference of Mayors. Lady Bird Johnson, then
First Lady of the United States, provided the foreword to
that report. She described how the relentless pressure of
growth had led to the destruction of almost half of the
12,000 structures listed on the national Historic
American Buildings Survey, and she urged action for
change.

As a result of this concern, the U.S. Congress passed
the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), signed
into law by President Lyndon Baines Johnson on
October 15, 1966. NHPA created the national preserva-
tion structure that has saved untold thousands of places
that make our communities richer economically, cultur-
ally, and aesthetically. Sustainable historic preservation,
rather than a cost to society for maintaining the past, is,
instead, a wise investment for the future.

On March 3, 2003, President George W. Bush issued
Executive Order 13287, Preserve America, which aims
to make the NHPA even more effective in the future
than over the past 40 years. Mrs. Laura Bush, First Lady
of the United States, is the Honorary Chair of Preserve
America.

In this publication, following the motto of Preserve
America, “Explore and Enjoy Our Heritage,” you will
learn why historic preservation is so important to your
community and your country. You will experience epic
stories of American history, as told by our heritage assets,
and learn how these historic properties are fundamental
to better understanding our national story.

National Historic Preservation Act Creates
Framework for Local and National Efforts

neighborhoods in the immediate post-World War 11

years, the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
(NHPA) signaled America’s commitment to preserving its
heritage. The NHPA established the framework that
focused local, state, and national efforts on a common goal
of preserving the historic fabric of our nation.

The Act has many components, but the major features
are that the NHPA:

Conceived the national historic preservation partner-
ship involving federal, tribal, state, and local govern-
ments along with the private sector. This structure
today includes State Historic Preservation Officers (one
in every state and U.S. territory), Indian tribal and
Native Hawaiian organizations, and Tribal Historic
Preservation Officers.

Fostered the system by which federal agencies survey
and identify districts, sites, buildings, structures, and

I n response to the destruction of older buildings and

objects significant in American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and culture, and use this infor-
mation to plan projects so that, where possible, historic
places are protected.

Established the National Register of Historic Places
that provides federal recognition to properties of local,
state, and national significance.

Created the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation — that advises the President and Congress
on historic preservation matters and works with federal
agencies to address historic resources in the fulfillment
of their mission.

Authorized matching grants to states, Certified Local
Governments, and Indian tribes for historic preserva-
tion surveys, plans, and projects.

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the NHPA
and the national preservation program it created.

Major Organizations in
Historic Preservation

Advisory Council on Historic

Preservation
An independent federal agency, the ACHP pro-
motes the preservation, enhancement, and pro-
ductive use of our nation’s historic resources and
advises the President and Congress on national
historic preservation policy. It also provides a
forum for influencing federal activities, pro-
grams, and policies that affect historic proper-
ties. In addition, the ACHP has a key role in
carrying out the Administration’s Preserve
America initiative. www.achp.gov

National Park Service

The NPS is a bureau within the Department of
the Interior. The NPS preserves the natural and
cultural resources and values of the National
Park System for the enjoyment, education, and
inspiration of this and future generations. The
NPS cooperates with partners to extend the
benefits of natural and cultural resources conser-
vation and outdoor recreation throughout this
country and the world. www.nps.gov

State Historic Preservation
Officers

Each state and territory has a State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO) who administers
the national historic preservation program at
the state level. They locate and record historic
resources; nominate significant historic
resources to the National Register of Historic
Places; foster historic preservation programs at
the local government level; assist in creating
preservation ordinances; provide funds for
preservation activities; review federal historic
preservation tax incentive projects; provide
technical assistance; and review federal projects
for their impact on historic properties.
www.ncshpo.org

Tribal Historic Preservation
Officers

Federally recognized Indian tribes may assume
responsibilities for the preservation of signifi-
cant historic properties on tribal lands and have
generally parallel responsibilities to the SHPOs
as described above. www.nathpo.org

National Trust for Historic

Preservation
Created by Congress in 1949, the Trust is a pri-
vate, nonprofit organization that provides lead-
ership, education, advocacy, and resources to
save America’s diverse historic places and revi-
talize communities. Its 270,000 members are
part of a movement that is saving historic prop-
erties nationally. www.nationaltrust.org
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National Register of Historic Places

The National Register encourages citizens, public agencies, and private
organizations to recognize and use the places of our past to create livable and

viable communities for the future.

uthorized under the National Historic
A Preservation Act, the National Register of
Historic Places has become the official list of the

nation’s historic places worthy of preservation. Part of a
national program to coordinate and support public and pri-
vate efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect historic and
archeological resources, the National Register is adminis-
tered by the National Park Service under the Secretary of
the Interior. Properties listed include districts, sites, build-
ings, structures, and objects significant in American histo-
ry, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture
including:

© All historic areas in the National Park System;

© National Historic Landmarks that have been designat-

ed by the Secretary of the Interior for their significance

to all Americans; and

® Properties significant to the nation, state or communi-

ty, nominated by State Historic Preservation Officers,

federal agencies, and tribal preservation officers.

America’s historic places embody our unique spirit,

character and identity. Representing important historical
trends and events, reflecting the lives of significant people,
illustrating distinctive architectural engineering and artis-
tic design, and imparting information about America’s

past, historic places tell compelling stories of the nation, as
well as states and communities throughout the country.
The National Register of Historic Places helps preserve
these significant historic places by recognizing this irre-
placeable heritage, fostering a national preservation ethic,
promoting a greater appreciation of America’s heritage,
and increasing and broadening the public’s understanding
of historic places.

Listing properties in the National Register often
changes the way communities perceive their historic places

and strengthens the efforts by private citizens and public
officials to preserve these resources. The National Register
recognizes properties as diverse as a dugout shelter of an
Oklahoma pioneer settler, the Breakers Mansion in
Newport, RI, and a 12,000-year-old prehistoric site, help-
ing many to appreciate the richness and variety of the
nation’s heritage.

One common question that property owners have
about the National Register is, “Will there be restric-
tions on my property after listing?” Owners of private
property listed in the National Register have no obli-
gation to open their properties to the public, to
restore them, or even to maintain them. Owners can
do anything they wish with their property, provided
no federal license, permit, or funding is involved.
However, local historical commissions, design review
committees, or special zoning ordinances established
by state legislation or local ordinances, may link
National Register listing to separate standards or
restrictions. A State Historic Preservation Officer or
local government official can provide additional
information about how National Register listing may
relate to state or local requirements.

For private owners, federal funding for historic build-
ings usually comes in the form of federal tax credits for
rehabilitation of historic properties for income-generating
projects. Owners of National Register properties who
choose to participate in the preservation tax incentive pro-
gram must follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Rehabilitation and receive approval by the National
Park Service of the rehabilitation project in order to
receive the tax credit.

Save Our History® National Initiative

ave Our History is a national initiative launched by The History Channel to help

Bringing Historic Preservation into the Classroom

1=SAVE
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S supplement history education, support local historic preservation efforts in commu-
nities across America, and help preserve our nation’s heritage for future generations.
Specifically geared toward young people, Save Our History aims to inspire students to learn
more about their local histories and share their passion for history with others. The History
Channel is proud to work with Preserve America, a White House program committed to
saving our nation’s heritage, on this important endeavor.

Save Our History Educational Resources

The History Channel has created printed and online materials to provide information on
this initiative and tips for how newcomers to historic preservation can get involved at many
levels. The Save Our History Educator’s Manual is a free offering for social studies and histo-
ry teachers, youth groups, history museums, historic sites and civic agencies. This manual
gives background information on historic preser-
vation efforts and activities, and details on how
individuals and groups can receive grants from
The History Channel to undertake new projects.
Save Our History has provided more than
$500,000 in grants to more than 50 local history
organizations working with local school systems.
To receive a copy of this manual in the mail or
download one online, see www.saveourhistory.com. The aim of this grant program is to
encourage teachers and school districts to forge educational partnerships with museums, his-
toric societies, libraries or archives to help students make connections between the histories
they explore in their classrooms and their own community heritage. Programs developed by
teachers in association with local historic organizations have run the gamut from an urban
archaeological dig that uncovered artifacts from the Civil War at the Johnson House, to a
stop along the Underground Railroad in Philadelphia, to the preservation of a 40-foot totem
pole in Haines, Alaska. These projects can include a diverse array of themes and approaches,
from small-scale oral history projects to physical restoration efforts.

THE HISTORY CHANNEL «

Save Our History Educator’s Manual and lesson plans, designed in collaboration with the
National Council for the Social Studies, also include lesson plans and activities for stu-
dents at the elementary, middle, and high school level. In an easily accessible language,
these activities introduce students to concepts of historic preservation and can help acti-
vate an interest in learning more about the histories that are all around them. Educators
and parents can also sign up to receive additional free monthly lesson plans on significant
American History topics (such as Westward Expansion, the Civil War, the Industrial
Revolution, the Great Depression and the New Deal, World War 11, the Civil Rights
Movement, and International and Global Studies) via e-mail. All monthly lesson plans
include hands-on experiential activities to utilize in the classroom and incorporate local
history applications. These colorful lessons, linked to state standards and benchmarks, are
designed to make history appealing to young people while maintaining the rigor of class-
room lesson plans and course units in history and social studies.

Save Our History Special Presentations

Each year, The History Channel also features four documentaries highlighting significant
historic preservation projects and issues throughout the nation. “Save Our History:
Victorian Reborn,” a 2006 special presentation, follows the restoration of a Queen Anne
Victorian home in North Carolina after The History Channel teamed up with Lowe’s and
The Historic Salisbury Foundation of Salisbury, NC. Other specials have included an
exploration of newfound discoveries about Jamestown artifacts, the recovery of stolen
treasures through the handiwork of an FBI crime unit, and an examination of preservation
practices used by NASA to keep a space shuttle intact for future generations to see.
Together with Save Our History educational materials and outreach efforts, these docu-
mentaries serve to promote the value of our nation’s history and the discovery of signifi-
cant aspects of our past in the most unexpected places. To find out more about upcoming
Save Our History programs, initiatives, and opportunities, see The History Channel’s spe-
cial website devoted to this effort: www.saveourhistory.com. ®




Benefits of Historic Preservation

ustainable historic preservation is a wise invest-
ment in the future.

The National Historic Preservation Act and the
national preservation structure it created are not
designed to prevent change. They were created to ensure
the benefits of historic preservation are available to local
communities, states, and the nation. Congress created
them in response to a grassroots aversion to the unrea-
sonable destruction of important places.

The preamble to the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 explains its purpose as follows:

The Congress finds and declares that:

® The spirit and direction of the Nation are founded
upon and reflected in its historic heritage.

® The historical and cultural foundations of the
Nation should be preserved as a living part of our com-
munity life and development in order to give a sense
of orientation to the American people.

© Historic properties significant to the Nation’s her-
itage are being lost or substantially altered, often inad-
vertently, with increasing frequency.

® The preservation of this irreplaceable heritage is in
the public interest so that its vital legacy of cultural,

educational, aesthetic, inspirational, economic, and
energy benefits will be maintained and enriched for
future generations of Americans.

® In the face of ever-increasing extensions of urban
centers, highways, and residential, commercial, and
industrial developments, the present governmental
and nongovernmental historic preservation programs
and activities are inadequate to insure future genera-
tions a genuine opportunity to appreciate and enjoy
the rich heritage of our nation.

® The increased knowledge of our historic resources,
the establishment of better means of identifying and
administering them, and the encouragement of their
preservation will improve the planning and execution
of federal and federally-assisted projects and will assist
economic growth and development.

© Although the major burdens of historic preservation
have been borne and major efforts initiated by private
agencies and individuals, and both should continue to
play a vital role, it is nevertheless necessary and appro-
priate for the federal government to accelerate its his-
toric preservation programs and activities, to give
maximum encouragement to agencies and individuals
undertaking preservation by private means, and to
assist state and local governments and the National
Trust for Historic Preservation in the United States to
expand and accelerate their historic preservation pro-
grams and activities.

How remarkably different, and how much culturally
poorer, the United States would be if it lost such iconic
places as George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
Independence Park in Philadelphia, or Vicksburg
National Battlefield in Mississippi. Such places hold
obvious significance where America’s legacies are held in
trust for present and future generations. But less famous
sites also are of vast importance to local communities
and tell wonderful human stories of our nation’s history.
Preservation does not mean locking away or preventing
use of heritage resources; rather it encourages the sus-
tainable appropriate use of cultural and heritage assets.

Dollars and Sense:

The Economic Side of the NHPA Coin

43,800 new businesses through the National Main
Street Program
48,800 rehabilitated historic structures

more than historic neighborhoods in its 40 years of
existence. By encouraging a multitude of partnerships
between state and federal agencies, private businesses and The establishment of more than 2,500 historic districts
citizens, the NHPA has resulted in a far-reaching bang for its Increase in heritage tourism
buck: Increase in property values
More than $19 billion from the private sector invested Lessening of crime due to revitalization of previously
in neglected historic properties through federal tax credits decaying neighborhoods
More than $8.6 billion from the private sector invested

T he National Historic Preservation Act has revitalized

in 1,400 urban and village neighborhoods through the
National Main Street Program (a program of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation)

161,000 new jobs through the National Main Street
Program

Source: Witness Statement to the Congressional
Committee on Resources, Patricia H. Gay, Executive
Director of the Preservation Resource Center of New
Orleans

Practical Benefits from
Historic Preservation

Heritage tourism boosts local

economies
Many people, fascinated by the sites where
American history occurred, are eager to experience
these places themselves. International visitors or
American citizens who travel to experience
authentic historic places and learn directly from
them are called “heritage tourists.” Spending bil-
lions of dollars every year, they are among the
fastest-growing variety of traveler. Their travels
provide hundreds of millions of tax dollars. They
take airplanes and rent cars, buy meals, stay in
hotels, visit museums and theaters, and generally
stimulate the economy of the areas they visit.

It’s often cheaper and better to

rehabilitate rather than raze

and replace
Historic preservation can be less expensive than
new construction. It can be cost-effective to reha-
bilitate structures for new or contemporary uses
rather than tear them down and build new struc-
tures. Further, investing in rehabilitation of older
urban areas tends to revitalize these areas, making
them popular for residences and businesses while
keeping existing jobs and creating new ones.

When population declines in urban areas, tax
revenues fall, and businesses relocate outside the
cities. Areas become blighted, falling into disuse
and disrepair. People use more energy building
new houses and businesses and commuting to
their workplaces when they relocate outside
established communities. Hundreds of cities
across the nation have revitalized themselves by
such actions as converting old factories or manu-
facturing facilities into apartments and condo-
miniums, restaurants and other businesses, creat-
ing vibrant, interesting, and beautiful areas for
people to live and work.

Historic structures tell our local

and national story
Of course, there are less tangible but perhaps
even more important reasons to preserve unique
old structures and historic spaces. They often
offer a more human scale than many contempo-
rary structures. The way they were designed and
how they were constructed tell us much about
the cultures that created them, and the tradi-
tions and events from which our nation grew.
Places of heritage provide a link to our history
and make a community more aesthetically and
intellectually interesting.

Historic preservation allows people today to
understand their origins and connects them with
the continuum of history. It is only by standing
on or in the places where history took place that
it is truly possible to understand what the people
who participated in those events experienced. ®
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The Importance of Learning

From History

here’s an old saying that whoever forgets the past is
condemned to repeat it. That means, essentially, if

you don’t learn from experience you will continue
to make the same mistakes in the future.

Too many people fail to grasp the fundamental impor-
tance of learning from the experiences of previous gener-
ations. We can profit from both the mistakes and the suc-
cesses of people in the past by understanding how their
situations reflect our own lives and times. Perhaps the sin-
gle most powerful example in American history of the
vital importance of learning from past experiences was the
very formation of our system of government - after an ini-
tial false start.

The history of the United States of America explains
how we arrived where we are today and suggests what
paths we should take — or should not take — to the future.

When the Declaration of Independence was issued in
1776 and the Constitution of
the United States was created
and adopted later in the 18th
century, the principles and ideas
they contained grew out of cen-
turies of experience in how
nations had been governed.
They proposed good ideas for
the future based largely on a
desire not to repeat the bad
experiences of the past. Some of
the ideas were as revolutionary
as the war for independence
itself, which was fought to secure
the ultimate right to self-deter-
mination. Most of our nation’s
founders embraced a relatively
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welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for
the United States of America.” That sentence sums up
the purpose of the Constitution wonderfully, but it notes
that it aims for a “more perfect” union, not a perfect one.

Even when the Constitution was being created, its
drafters recognized that it was imperfect and would need
future attention and improvement. George Washington
said as the Constitutional Convention ended that “I do not
expect the Constitution to last for more than 20 years.”
Thomas Jefferson, although not directly involved in creat-
ing the Constitution because he was
representing America’s interests as
ambassador to France at that time,
believed that as a nation grew, its
Constitution would have to change. He
said it was as foolish to believe a man in
middle age should continue to wear the
same size and style of coat as he did
when he was a youth as to expect a
constitution created for a new nation to
continue to serve as the nation changes,
grows, and gains maturity.

For example, it was impossible for
the drafters of the Constitution to
D R agree on a wide and farsighted policy
regarding the institution of human
. ' slavery. One result was a compromise

new belief that reason and self-
improvement were the keys to building a better individual
and collective future. The philosophy underlying the Age

of Reason itself grew out of the examination of past expe-

rience.

This entailed some trial and error. After the
Revolutionary War, the first attempt at creating a national
government for the United States did not endure. The
same Continental Congress that adopted the Declaration
of Independence wrote the Articles of Confederation in
1777. Because the 13 colonies in rebellion against the rule
of Great Britain feared creating too strong a central gov-
ernment, the Articles of Confederation put most power
into the hands of the individual states, which made the
central government too weak to function in the long run.
While the Articles of Confederation got the nation off to
a good start, in the end they were a stopgap measure. That
experience, plus the past experiences of people in many
nations around the globe, led to the principles and ideas
captured in the Constitution of the United States of
America.

The Constitution begins with the stirring phrase “We
the people of the United States, in order to form a more
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquili-
ty, provide for the common defense, promote the general

that resulted in the peculiar constitu-
tional formulation that a slave would be counted as three-
fifths of a free person when calculating the number of
U.S. Representatives each state was entitled to in the
House of Representatives. So the slavery issue was left
unresolved for many decades, settled in large part by the

Life in colonial America was
very different than life in
England at that time. Read
newspaper stories about
countries around the world.
Based on those stories, how does our life in America
now compare with life in other countries? How do the
rights we enjoy in America compare with the rights in
those countries?

In colonial America only white men were allowed
to own land and vote. Find articles in today’s newspa-
per about minorities and women. Is there evidence that
they have equal rights and freedoms? Do you believe
that minorities and women have attained equality in
our modern society? Write an essay explaining why or
why not. Use facts from the newspaper articles and

Newspaper

Lesson:

Civil War of 1861 to 1865 — the worst war the United
States of America has ever suffered — and more fully
addressed by society as a whole a full century after the
Civil War through the Civil Rights Movement that cul-
minated in the 1960s.
Today the Constitution
[ recognizes emancipation and
universal suffrage for law-abid-
ing citizens, which is a very
different situation from the
nation’s original constitutional
provisions when Washington
and Jefferson thought it would
not long endure. Today it seems
silly to think a human could be
considered three-fifths of a person, but it made sense then
to s